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‘Milk’ screenwriter talks about film, GLBT issues
Authors gear up for Texas Book Festival this weekend
Erika Rich | Daily Texan Staff 
Just days after UT Anthropology PhD student Hafeez Jamali returned to Austin for the fall semester, his home village in southern Pakistan had 
been flooded, and was under several feet of water.  Since then he has worked collaboratively with other UT students to raise money to assist 
those affected by the flooding through a group they started called Fighting the Flood.
Oil companies impact UT research
Flooding strikes close to home UTPD gives explanation 
on Tooley’s 
gun access 
Graduate student works to provide aid 
to family, survivors in Pakistani village
FLOOD  continues on page 2 REPORTS  continues on page 2
OIL  continues on page 2
Program offering 
HIV medication
faces lack of funds
Court order delays innocence trial
Eugenia 
Willingham, 
Cameron Todd 
Willingham’s 
step-mother, 
wipes away 
a tear as 
she listens 
to Doctor 
Gerald Hurst’s 
testimony 
during 
her son’s 
exoneration 
trial at the 
Thurman-
Blackwell 
Justice Center 
on Thursday 
afternoon.
Caleb Bryant Miller
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Courtesy of Aziz Jamali 
By Audrey White
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Hafeez Jamali smiles when he de-
scribes Chowki, the southern Paki-
stani village where he grew up. He 
led a simple life growing up with 
his extended family playing crick-
et after school and running home 
from the onion fields to his moth-
er’s arms for a snack of sweet bread 
and yogurt milk.
The corners of Jamali’s mouth 
turned down as he said Chowki is 
a ruin of the vibrant home it once 
was. After August floods that dis-
placed 20 million people and de-
stroyed 4,700 villages in southern 
Pakistan, only eight or 10 struc-
tures still stand of the 150 that once 
crowded Chowki.
“I was hoping to go back to Paki-
stan in the winter, and I’m thinking 
what am I going to go back to when 
our village is destroyed?” said Ja-
mali, who is now an anthropolo-
gy doctoral student at UT. “This 
is just a temporary place. When I 
think of home, when I think of the 
FRIDAY
Quote to note
Fest Africa
The African Students 
Association presents Fest Africa 
2010, which will include live 
singing, dancing and poetry. 
Starts at 7 p.m. on the 
Main Mall.
Books
The Texas Book Festival, which 
marks its fifteenth anniversary 
this year, kicks off at the Texas 
Capitol and the Paramount 
Theatre. Starts at 10 a.m. and 
runs through Sunday.
 — Deanna Staskel
UT human ecology 
lecturer
‘‘
WEEKEND
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Executions
Kenneth Land, a Duke 
University professor, gives a talk 
on Texas executions and short-
term deterrence. Starts at 
12 p.m. in Burdine 214.
SATURDAY
Outdoor art
The Art Ride will take bicylists 
on an easy ride around campus 
to view public art projects. Ride 
departs from Mellow Johnny’s 
Bike Shop on Nueces Street at 
8:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY
Day of the dead
Celebrate Dia de los Muertos 
when Grupo Flor y Canto 
presents their dance show, Las 
Calacas. Starts at 3 p.m. in the 
Texas Union Theater.
“We need to get 
away from this idea 
that it’s all about 
convenience and 
refocus on the fact 
that the parent is 
making this impact 
on their child’s 
whole entire life. 
Young children 
are having adult 
diseases because of 
their food choices.”
Funnyman
Comedian Aziz Ansari performs 
his stand-up act at the 
Paramount Theater. Tickets are 
$39 and show starts at 7:30 p.m.
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By Aziza Musa
Daily Texan Staff
The AK-47 rifle UT mathe-
matics sophomore Colton Tool-
ey used on Sept. 28 was a gift 
from his father, UT police said 
Thursday.
UTPD Chief Robert Dahlstrom 
said Tooley took a Capital Met-
ro bus that day from his home 
in South Austin to the UT cam-
pus with the gun in his backpack 
with its stock removed. Dahl-
strom said websites Tooley vis-
ited suggest that he may have 
had depression, but police have 
not yet identified a motive for 
the shooting.
“There were some websites 
that he visited that showed he 
possibly did have depression,” 
Dahlstrom said. “They may have 
indicated he was looking for help 
or discovering things on them, 
but as far as we know, he wasn’t 
taking any medications.”
Police said there is not an on-
going threat and that no one else 
is involved. Dahlstrom said Tool-
ey was a loner, and everybody 
investigators have talked to who 
knew him didn’t know him well.
Tooley wrote in a class assign-
ment that his parents frequently 
argued about gun violence.
“I’ve grown up in a house-
hold where my mother is abso-
lutely appalled by guns, and my 
dad grew up with them out in 
rural Oklahoma and sees them 
as an extraordinary part of life,” 
he wrote.
Tooley boarded a Capital Met-
ro bus in South Austin, most like-
ly the 101 or the 1L/1M routes, at 
about 7:22 a.m. with the rifle in 
his backpack. 
He got off nearly 50 min-
utes later on Guadalupe Street, 
where he changed into a black 
suit jacket and a cloth ski mask. 
TRIAL  continues on page 5 HIV continues on page 6
By Collin Eaton
Daily Texan Staff
A UT research contract with 10 oil com-
panies fosters biased research in favor of 
industry interests, according to a report re-
leased Thursday by the progressive think 
tank Center for American Progress. 
The Advanced Energy Consortium is a 
three-year, $30 million contract between 
UT and 10 oil companies, including Cono-
coPhillips and BP America Inc., to research 
micro- and nanotechnology. The contract 
created a technical review board to oversee 
faculty research ideas and sign off on re-
search decisions — a board made up of 10 
oil company representatives and four inde-
pendent researchers.
The report highlights 10 contracts be-
tween universities and the oil indus-
try, which author Jennifer Washburn said 
skews research toward corporate profits.
Scott Tinker, the UT representative on the 
governing board of the energy consortium, 
said the report is an inaccurate representa-
tion of the research consortium.
The report also discussed contracts at 
Stanford University, the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley and Texas A&M Univer-
sity, among other schools.
“What we found was that the contract 
language in these 10 agreements did not al-
ways protect academic freedom and trans-
parency, exactly the characteristics of the 
academy that make universities so credible 
for research and development,” said Kate 
Gordon, CAP’s vice president for energy 
policy. “These characteristics made the cor-
porations go to them in the first place.”
The report states that the oil compa-
nies are the real drivers behind AEC’s re-
search, the main research initiative origi-
nated from the oil company representatives 
By Aziza Musa
Daily Texan Staff
An appellate court ordered a lo-
cal judge to halt proceedings that 
could potentially exonerate con-
victed arsonist Cameron Todd Will-
ingham after nearly four hours of 
testimony Thursday.
The trial was originally sched-
uled for Oct. 6, but Navarro 
County District Attorney R. Low-
ell Thompson filed a motion for 
Judge Charlie Baird to disqual-
ify himself from the case. Baird 
served on a court that previously 
deliberated on Willingham’s case, 
which Thompson said could indi-
cate a bias.
The judge denied the motion 
and continued to hear testimonies 
from those wishing to clear Will-
ingham’s name.
Thompson, who left the court-
room after the motion was denied, 
petitioned for Baird not to issue 
his decision of Willingham’s exon-
eration. The state appellate court 
granted Thompson a stay until 
they make a decision.
Willingham was accused of set-
ting fire to his Corsicana home 
By Nolan Hicks
Daily Texan Staff
The Texas HIV Medication Pro-
gram provides medication for 
more than 15,000 low income Tex-
ans and is facing considerable fi-
nancial strain caused by the rising 
cost of HIV medicine, as well as a 
growing number of people who 
need assistance. 
To keep up, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services has 
requested an extra $20-30 million 
for the medication program over 
the next two years. It’s not clear 
where that money would come 
from as Texas faces a budget def-
icit, which lawmakers now esti-
mate may be as high as $24 billion 
because of a shortfall in property 
tax revenue.
He was a 19-year-old sopho-
more at UT when he discovered 
he was HIV positive.  
The student, whose name was 
withheld to protect his privacy, 
said his life changed forever when 
the test came back — the results 
were reported to the federal gov-
ernment. He had to tell a social 
worker the names of every person 
he’d ever had sex with. The social 
worker in turn had to notify each 
individual they had been exposed 
and needed to be tested.   
“They sent the results to my 
permanent address, which I didn’t 
know,” he said. “My mom discov-
ered [I had HIV] by opening the 
mail.”
Since his income is less than 
$17,700 dollars a year, his HIV 
medicine is paid for by the Texas 
HIV Medication Program, which 
is run by State Health Services. 
The deficit has already resulted in 
More foods being eaten on the go, 
less cooking led to rise in obesity
LIFE&ARTS PAGE 10
Stolen jacket
PERRY-CASTAÑEDA LIBRARY, 101 
E. 21st St.
Theft: A dark grey wool 
Columbia jacket was stolen 
after being left unattended and 
unsecured inside the Periodicals 
section of the library. During 
the investigation, the officers 
searched the area with negative 
results. Loss value: Occurred on: 
Tuesday, between 2 p.m. and 
10 p.m.
Campus watch
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CONTACT US
REPORTS: First 911 calls came 
as UT gunman entered library
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We encourage any community member 
who has any kind of temporary or 
permanent disability to contact Texas 
Student Media beforehand so that 
appropriate accommodations can be 
made. Anyone is welcome to attend.
Friday
Oct. 15, 2010
: ..
TSM
BOARD
MEETING
College of Communication
Dean Keeton and Whitis Avenue.
LBJ Conference Room #5.160
Austin, Texas 78705
Visitors Welcome
MARY BAKER EDDY
CHRISTIAN 
HEALER
Come hear about the remarkable life of 
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CORRECTION
In the Monday edition of The 
Daily Texan, a page-one article 
about HopeFest should have said 
the event is organized to reach 
families and individuals who live 
near Reagan High School, not 
homeless families. A photo caption 
for the event also identified Gail 
Corser as a member of New Start 
Community. The correct name of 
the group is Community New Start. 
center of the world for me, that’s 
my village. I’m at a loss, disorient-
ed, without the center.”
Jamali left Chowki for his sec-
ond year at UT on Aug. 17, just 
three days before flooding hit 
the village. He said he felt pow-
erless as his family evacuated to 
nearby towns or to the higher 
ground of a nearby canal bank. 
His younger brothers and cous-
ins who live in the city of Kara-
chi, which did not have heavy 
flooding, have actively worked 
to provide relief to their dis-
placed kin and friends.
The water flooding the vil-
lage has receded from 7 feet to 
2 feet, making it easier to assess 
the damage but harder to deliv-
er supplies to those stranded on 
the canal, said Jamali’s brother, 
Aziz Jamali, who is leading re-
lief efforts. He and a small group 
have distributed hundreds of 
bags of rations, but challenges 
continue to mount.
“The fear now is that the wa-
ter is not so high that I can trav-
el by boat to visit the people but 
it’s not low enough to restore 
the road connection,” said Aziz 
Jamali, who made his first trip 
to the village Sept. 1 by way of 
a 25-kilometer boat trip. “Food 
and transportation are expen-
sive here, but we are managing 
and we have some help.”
Aziz Jamali reached out to Ha-
feez Jamali and other family mem-
bers who were outside the country 
for resources and support, and so 
far, they have sent more than $7,000. 
The contributions help cover food 
and medical necessities, but Aziz Ja-
mali said he does not know what to 
expect once he starts cleanup and 
rebuilding projects in Chowki.
Although he said he wishes he 
were in Pakistan to help directly, Ha-
feez Jamali has helped coordinate the 
efforts of Fighting the Flood, a UT 
student group that works to raise 
awareness and funds for Pakistan 
flood relief. The group tables every 
Thursday on the West Mall, sharing 
Pakistani/Indian music and offering 
henna tattoos and food in exchange 
for donations. So far, the group has 
raised more than $9,000.
“Working with Fighting the 
Flood has been an empowering 
experience for me,” Hafeez Ja-
mali said. “Students are so ener-
getic and they have really shown 
a lot of commitment and heart.”
But such grassroots efforts can-
not sustain the relief aid needed 
to begin rebuilding Pakistan, he 
said. Its government cannot sup-
port such an immense task, and 
the international response has 
been unexpectedly slow, said 
Mohammad Nadeem, the Con-
sul General of the Pakistani Con-
sulate in Houston. The proper-
ty damage and number of dis-
placed persons far exceeds that 
of any other natural disaster in at 
least six years, according to a re-
port from the consulate.
“The international response 
has not been in line with the 
enormity of the disaster, per-
haps due to the slow-moving 
nature of the catastrophe,” Na-
deem said in an e-mail. “The 
exact cost of damages has not 
yet been determined, as wa-
ter has not yet receded. Once 
that has taken place, hopefully 
the international response will 
gain momentum.”
In addition to Chowki’s de-
stroyed homes and road infra-
structure, fields are unusable be-
cause of saturation levels, which 
means tenant farmers and land-
owners have little opportuni-
ty to work. These workers may 
be forced to beg or steal in cit-
ies that cannot sustain the sud-
den population influx, Hafeez 
Jamali said. 
The brothers said rebuilding 
plans for Chowki and other vil-
lages must include preparation 
for future natural disasters so 
damage is less catastrophic. 
“There has to be a long-term plan 
and the government needs funds 
and technical expertise to rebuild 
these communities,” Hafeez Jamali 
said. “We must take this opportunity 
to think of ways in which we can re-
build the communities to make them 
less vulnerable. You can never pre-
dict but you can always take steps.”
Grassroots fundraising, gov-
ernment support and improved 
infrastructure hold hope for a 
better, safer Chowki and Pak-
istan. And that, he said, would 
be something to smile about.
and UT does not have a vote on the 
review board that rates faculty re-
search projects. Nine of the 10 con-
tracts examined, including UT’s, 
fail to retain academic control over 
the review board, she said. 
Washburn, an investigative re-
porter and independent research-
er, wrote “University Inc.: The Cor-
porate Corruption of Higher Educa-
tion” and penned a 2007 column in 
the Los Angeles Times claiming that 
British Petroleum “bought” UC-
Berkeley with a research contract.
“The contracts show that univer-
sities are signing these long-term 
agreements with big oil and energy 
firms that fail to adequately protect 
their academic independence and 
their research objectivity,” she said. 
But Tinker, director of UT’s Bu-
reau of Economic Geology and ex 
officio member of the AEC Board 
of Management, said it is not the 
intention of the AEC to develop 
commercial nanotechnology for oil 
companies. Instead, it intends to 
pursue basic, “pre-competitive” re-
search while third parties pick up 
the research to go through the com-
mercialization path. 
The review process is more rig-
orous than CAP portrays because it 
is staffed largely with technical an-
alysts from the member companies 
and academics. The board reviews 
the research quarterly — a lot more 
oversight than most federally fund-
ed academic researchers are used 
to, Tinker said.
Because the federal government 
has singled out the oil and gas in-
dustry as an industry that must 
pay for its own research, he said oil 
companies are stepping up their in-
vestment in university research.
“Now the irony is, people are 
asking, ‘Boy, why are you doing 
that?’” Tinker said. “It’s kind of a 
catch-22. The federal government 
has abdicated its role and the oil in-
dustry is trying to pick it up.”
But even that investment won’t 
be enough to produce the same re-
sults the federal government could 
if it invested in oil research more 
fully, he said. 
According to the report, the 
oil representatives are allowed to 
“dominate” the review board. 
Tinker said the oil representatives 
were certainly part of the technical 
review but they are experts in their 
field. The combination of oil indus-
try experts and nanotechnology ex-
perts was required for the project to 
move forward at all, he said. 
“Most of the folks doing nano-
tech research have never done any-
thing in the earth before, especial-
ly in oil and gas. They work on the 
human body,” he said. “It’d be like 
saying we want to put nanosensors 
into the human body but we’re not 
going to have any medical doctors. 
We have to have both.”
FLOOD: Officials still tallying damage
From page 1
Jono Foley | Daily Texan Staff 
UTPD Chief Robert Dahlstrom takes questions during a press conference at the AT&T Executive Education 
and Conference Center on Thursday morning.
OIL: Federal government oversight leading to increased University investments
From page 1
Tooley took out the rifle and 
hid his backpack at an un-
d isc losed  loca t ion ,  where 
UTPD Sgt. Chris Bonnet later 
retrieved it.
When he reached 21st Street, 
Tooley walked east, only stop-
ping to fire 11 rounds into the 
air and the ground near the 
University Catholic Center. He 
then entered the Perry-Castañe-
da Library at 8:12 a.m. where 
he waved to the guard and ran 
through the sensors, as shown 
in  v ideo  footage  re leased 
Wednesday.
“The guard did not pur-
sue,” Dahlstrom said. “He’s not 
armed, so I would not expect 
him to pursue. He did step in to 
see where the person had gone. 
His job is to observe what’s go-
ing on and report it.”
Tooley ran up the stairs to the 
sixth floor, where he took his 
own life and was found with 
the rifle and one magazine.
Documents released by UTPD 
show that the first 911 call came 
at about the same time Tooley 
entered the PCL, and that the 
first three officers — one from 
campus police and two from 
the Austin Police Department 
— arrived on scene nearly four 
minutes later.
Police have not found any 
other significant details from 
Tooley’s laptop, phone records 
or video games.
Dahlstrom said the depart-
ment will have to look at the 
whole situation before making 
any campus security reforms, 
including arming guards or in-
stalling cameras.
From page 1
‘‘The guard did not pursue.”
 — Robert 
Dahlstrom 
UTPD chief
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By Anne Gearan  
& Deb Riechmann
The Associated Press
KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
Obama administration on Thurs-
day endorsed fragile Afghan ef-
forts to negotiate peace with 
the Taliban, backing off its prior 
stance that talks with the Taliban 
were premature until the war is 
all but won.
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates, who only last month had 
said it was too soon for high-level 
reconciliation talks, struck a dif-
ferent chord at NATO headquar-
ters in Brussels, Belgium.
“Whenever opportunities arise 
that are worth exploring, I think 
we ought to take advantage of 
that,” Gates said.
Senior U.S. of-
ficials have long 
said they didn’t 
expect the Tali-
ban to talk peace 
as long as the 
mi l i tants  be -
lieved they were 
winning, and at 
least some ad-
ministration of-
ficials had been 
cool to peace 
feelers put forth 
b y  P re s i d e n t 
Hamid Karzai.
The new ac-
ceptance of rec-
onciliation could be seen as an 
admission that the war is going 
badly. Or it may reflect the view 
of U.S. military commanders that 
NATO troops have damaged the 
insurgency following the surge 
of more than 30,000 U.S. forc-
es ordered by President Barack 
Obama.
Some administration officials 
recently said stepped-up NATO 
operations, as well as U.S. drone 
attacks on militants across the 
border in Pakistan, have shaken 
the Taliban enough to coax them 
into negotiations.
Publicizing U.S. support for 
any peace talks also could be a 
sign that the administration is 
looking for ways to demonstrate 
a commitment to ending the 
war short of calling home large 
numbers of troops. The war has 
claimed the lives of more than 
2,000 NATO troops, including 
at least 1,228 Americans. Gates 
spoke on a day that eight NATO 
service members were killed 
across Afghanistan.
There have been no formal ne-
gotiations yet between the Af-
ghan government and the Tali-
ban, only some contacts and sig-
nals, according to the Afghan 
government.
Former Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, leader of 
the country’s newly formed peace 
c o u n c i l ,  s a i d 
Thursday that 
the Taliban have 
not completely 
rejected a peace-
ful resolution of 
the war.
“They  have 
some conditions 
to start the ne-
gotiations pro-
cess,” he told a 
news conference. 
“It gives us hope 
that they want to 
talk and negoti-
ate.”
Those condi-
tions are believed to include U.S. 
first releasing Taliban prisoners 
from Guantanamo Bay and the 
U.N. removing scores of mili-
tants from its sanctions list.
A senior NATO official said 
that coalition forces are now al-
lowing safe passage for top Tal-
iban leaders to attend talks — 
some of them in Kabul.
But Taliban representatives 
insisted Thursday they will 
not negotiate so long as for-
eign troops occupy their coun-
try, saying no one who speaks 
for the group is in talks with the 
Afghan government.
By Anne Flaherty & Pete Yost
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — After two 
days of silence, the Obama ad-
ministration urged a federal 
judge on Thursday to let the mil-
itary press on with its “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” ban on gays serving 
openly in the military. Still, Pres-
ident Barack Obama insisted the 
policy that has divided the na-
tion for two decades “will end 
on my watch.”
The Pentagon said the military 
“will of course obey the law” and 
halt enforcement while the case 
is still in question. But gay rights 
advocates cautioned gay service 
members to avoid revealing their 
sexuality in the meantime.
A federal judge abruptly threw 
out the Clinton-era ban on Tues-
day, setting in motion a legal, po-
litical and human-rights back-
and-forth that put the adminis-
tration on the spot just two weeks 
before crucial midterm elections. 
Obama has consistently argued 
against the ban, approved by 
Congress in 1993. But he says it is 
up to Congress to repeal it.
The policy, summed up as 
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” refers 
to guidance that gay or lesbian 
Americans can serve in the mil-
itary but not openly. Their su-
periors are forbidden to ask 
about sexual orientation, but 
service members can be thrown 
out or denied enlistment if they 
talk about being gay or let it be 
known that they engage in ho-
mosexual acts.
Obama’s Justice Department 
asked U.S. District Judge Vir-
ginia Phillips to stay her ruling 
that overturned the ban while 
the government prepares a for-
mal appeal. Asking the judge for 
a response by Monday — “giv-
en the urgency and gravity of the 
issues” — the government said 
that suddenly ending the ban 
would be disruptive and “irrep-
arably harm the public interest in 
a strong and effective military.”
Obama, challenged Thursday 
at a town hall meeting by a How-
ard University faculty member 
who questioned his “alleged com-
mitment to equality for all Amer-
icans, gay and straight,” said his 
stance has not wavered. He can’t 
end the ban with the stroke of a 
pen, he said, but “we’re going to 
end this policy.”
Dusan Vranic |  Associated Press
Former Afghan president and chief of a new peace council 
Burhanuddin Rabbani holds a press conference on Thursday in Kabul. 
US reverses direction, 
supports Taliban talks
University budget woesObama urges judge to delay
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ ruling
Ariana Cubillos | Associated Press
University students chant slogans in Caracas, Venezuela, on Thursday. Students, teachers and uni-
versity workers marched to demand a budget for public universities and for alleged unpaid salaries.
‘‘Whenever opportunities arise that are worth 
exploring, I think 
we ought to take 
advantage of that.”
 — Robert Gates 
U.S. Defense Secretary
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EDITORIAL TWITTER
With the first round of 
exams upon us, I have a 
message for all residents 
of the UT campus.
To all teachers, lectur-
ers, professors and as-
signers of grades every-
where I say, “Down with 
the curve!”
To all students I say, 
“Bear with me.”
I recognize that call-
ing for an end to a grad-
ing policy that typical-
ly results in a grade in-
crease will be unpopular. 
Essentially, in making this 
argument, I feel like the 
student who asks “What 
about the homework?” 
seconds before class lets 
out. Students, I hear your 
collective groans.
But hear me out. In the 
long run, abandoning the 
curve is the right thing 
to do.
The tried and true jus-
tification for grading on 
a curve is that it accounts 
for testing errors. How can 
we hold students account-
able for exams when they 
are so often flawed and 
regularly fall short of ac-
tually measuring student 
achievement?   
In essence, the curve is 
a method for normalizing 
student test scores to re-
flect performance relative 
to the group rather than to 
an absolute — and often 
flawed — standard.
On top of these justi-
fications, students actu-
ally like the curve. As an 
undergraduate, the only 
thing that saved me from 
harrowing organic chem-
istry exams was partial 
credit and the hope that 
somehow I could eke out 
50 percent.
Yes, 50 percent. Some-
how knowing half of what 
I was supposed to was 
considered average and 
warranted a grade of “B.” 
These are the moments 
we start to say to our-
selves, “Something’s not 
right here.”
What ’s  not  r ight  i s 
that the curve, masquer-
ading as a friend to stu-
dents, is actually a means 
for  teachers  to  avoid 
accountability.
Let me explain with 
a story.
Two years ago, I was 
giving my first test to stu-
dents in my middle school 
science classroom.
As I began to grade the 
stack of papers that week-
end, the early results were 
not promising. For a true/
false question, one stu-
dent had written “may-
be,” and the average hov-
ered around 40 percent.
When I returned the 
tests, the room of 13-year-
olds revolted. Worse, my 
principal wasn’t happy. 
“You can’t fail this many 
kids,” I was told.
So what did I do? When 
the next test yielded iden-
tical results, I instituted 
a curve.
“What’s a curve?” they 
asked.
“It’s a method for nor-
malizing data to account 
for testing error,” I said.
“Huh,” they said.
“Bonus points,” I said.
Students were happier, 
and I was happier. When 
the semester was over, the 
students’ grades ended up 
about where you’d expect. 
The hard-working kids 
got A’s, the kids who did 
nothing failed and every-
one else ended up some-
where in between.
 “Good job,” I was told. 
But nothing had changed 
except the curve.
My students weren’t 
benefiting from the curve. 
As a teacher, I was hiding 
behind it.
I  recognize that  the 
quality of faculty at UT far 
exceeds my limited facul-
ties and am not suggesting 
that UT professors engage 
in this type of deceptive 
behavior. But I am sug-
gesting that curves pre-
vent any sort of evaluation 
of teacher performance 
when students’ scores are 
automatically adjusted to 
the mean.
S t i l l ,  t h e  a rg u m e n t 
for the curve continues 
to persist.
“ S t u d e n t s  a re  b o t h 
measured in an absolute 
sense and relative to their 
peers,” notes Dr. William 
Cunningham, former pres-
ident of the University and 
one of my professors who 
grades on a curve. “This is 
how it is in the real world 
as well.”
“I think it is difficult to 
artificially impose a stan-
dard in which 90 percent is 
an A, 80 percent is a B, 70 
percent is a C and 60 per-
cent is a D,” Cunningham 
argues. “This is nothing 
more than a curve based 
on an assumption that all 
exams are the same.”
But these justifications, 
to me, suggest that we 
need to focus on design-
ing more effective stan-
dards of assessment rather 
than superseding the pro-
cess with a curve that im-
poses undue competition 
in a system where some-
body has to fail.
Getting rid of the curve 
will lead to less competi-
tion between students and 
will hold faculty more ac-
countable for their stu-
dents’ performances.
Until that happens, Dr. 
Cunningham, if you’re 
reading this, I still would 
appreciate being graded 
on the curve for our last 
exam. Thanks.
Curl is an advertising graduate 
student.
GALLERY
Breach of trust
The Texas Association of Community Colleg-
es submitted a complaint Tuesday to the state at-
torney general accusing the UT College of Ed-
ucation of inappropriately reallocating money 
from restricted funds intended to finance com-
munity college research and support.
 The association raises and donates funds to 
support the Community College Leadership 
Program (CCLP), a graduate program with-
in the College of Education that helps students 
hone the skills necessary to serve as leaders at 
community colleges.
 Education Dean Manuel Justiz “expressed his 
intention” that the A.M. Aikin Chair in Commu-
nity College Leadership will not be replaced af-
ter the current chair leaves the department in 
December to serve as president of the American 
Association of Community Colleges, according 
to the complaint.
 However, the funds for the position exist and 
the reassignment is “an unethical bait and switch 
that usurps the trust of the donors that funded 
the position,” the association said in a letter to 
President William Powers Jr. dated July 23.
 The dean has assigned two tenured faculty 
members to oversee one or two dissertations per 
year until someone in the CCLP is appointed to 
fill the chair position, said Provost Steven Leslie 
in a letter last week to the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools. Though they will not be 
holders of the endowment, they will be compen-
sated with money from the endowment. Leslie 
affirmed that this practice was “fully legal.”
 In the letter, Leslie cited the budget crisis as 
the reasoning behind the delay. However, if the 
position is funded by an endowment, the Uni-
versity’s budget should remain irrelevant. The 
chair position should be filled by a member of 
the CCLP, one who is qualified to understand 
the demands of the program and its students 
and one who has a commitment to supporting 
community colleges.
 Additionally, Leslie said it “may be true to 
some extent” that the college is reallocating 
funds from CCLP initiatives to other areas of the 
college’s budget. The funds will support grad-
uate students — even those not in the program 
— because the funds “exceed the demands for 
them” and that the move should not impair the 
CCLP, he said in the letter.
 The association raises and donates money 
to fund the department’s efforts in supporting 
community colleges, not to help the College of 
Education meet other needs. Any excess funds 
should stay within the program’s budget to fur-
ther support and advance its mission. Outsourc-
ing them may not impair the program, but it cer-
tainly hinders the potential the program could 
achieve with the additional funds.
 The inappropriate reallocation of funds 
undermines the trust between the Universi-
ty and the association. Ultimately, this breach 
of trust could threaten the future of the pro-
gram if the association chooses to no longer 
provide funds.
 Last week, President Barack Obama hosted 
the first White House Summit on Communi-
ty Colleges, affirming the role these institutions 
will play in America’s educational future. Com-
munity colleges are expected to award 5 million 
degrees and certificates in the next decade. How-
ever, community colleges can only succeed with 
strong leadership and with support from the 
state and other higher education institutions.
             — Viviana Aldous for the editorial board
Illustration by Amelia Giller
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The Student Government Re-
form Task Force entered the 
second phase of a process de-
signed to make changes to SG’s 
internal structure and exter-
nal outreach processes with an 
open meeting Thursday night. 
The group began work over 
the summer to examine how to 
make SG a more efficient, trans-
parent and effective organiza-
tion. Goals under consideration 
include streamlining SG’s exec-
utive and legislative hierarchies 
and roles, increasing interaction 
with other student organizations 
and improving relations with the 
Senate of College Councils, Fac-
ulty Council and Staff Council.
“We need to get things pro-
posed so the assembly will ac-
tually do something about it 
before the election cycle,” said 
task force Chairwoman Cecilia 
Lopez, an educational adminis-
tration graduate student.
Members of the committee have 
reached out to those involved with 
different elements of SG and UT 
who would be affected by chang-
es to get feedback and ideas.
“We want to figure out what 
student organizations, Senate 
of College Councils, Graduate 
Student Assembly and Faculty 
and Staff councils perceive of 
SG,” said task force Vice-Chair-
man Mykel Estes. “We didn’t 
go with a set agenda about 
what we wanted to change in 
these relationships. We reached 
out to find out what they want 
to change with us.”
No one except task force 
members attended the open 
meeting. Lopez said once pro-
posals are more solid and ready 
for a vote, students will hope-
fully be interested in engaging 
with the task force.
“This is a phase when we’re 
going to receive feedback from 
each other,” she said. “We have 
had very little public participa-
tion and feedback. I wonder if it 
will get more interesting when 
we say we’re going to vote.”
The group will hold its next 
meeting Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
in MEZ 1.202, and members en-
courage feedback, they said. The 
task force plans to vote on its fi-
nal proposal and present it to the 
assembly before Thanksgiving.
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WELCOME, PARENTS!
Exxon Mobile grant contributes
to company’s UT investments
Exxon Mobil further strength-
ened their ties to UT with a 
$198,000 grant, making them 
the University’s largest corpo-
rate donor.
To date, the Exxon Mobil Corp., 
which is headquartered in Irving, 
has invested nearly $14 million in 
UT research projects. They also an-
nually recruit at UT, both at the 
undergraduate and graduate ca-
reer fairs.
The grant will go to the Cock-
rell School of Engineering, the Mc-
Combs School of Business, the 
School of Law, the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs and the Jackson 
School of Geosciences. The grant 
will fund scholarships, equipment, 
academic-related travel activities 
for students and faculty and other 
educational pursuits. 
Mark Blount, director of devel-
opment in the University Devel-
opment Office, said Exxon Mobil 
based their grant on their corpo-
rate core values and goals.
“There’s a relatively even dis-
tribution to the departments, but 
roughly $35,000 has gone to the 
Equal Opportunity in Engineer-
ing and Women in Engineer-
ing programs, as they match the 
company’s core value of diversi-
ty,” he said.
Compared to other large oil and 
gas corporate donors — including 
Shell, ConocoPhillips and BP — 
Exxon Mobil clearly shows interest 
in having a large percentage of UT 
hires each year. 
“A large percentage of UT stu-
dents get hired on an annual ba-
sis,” Blount said. “The company 
is a strong match for students in 
[the science, engineering, business, 
law and public affairs] disciplines. 
They also look to the University’s 
research in the areas of oil and gas 
recovery and alternative fuels.”  
—Preethi Srikanth
NEWS BRIEFLY
‘Milk’ screenwriter talks 
about his own sexuality
Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff
Dustin Lance Black, screenwriter of “Milk”, addresses students about the importance of passion and leadership 
to bring equality to GLBT citizens.
Recycle your copy of the Texan!♲ ♲
By Allie Kolechta
Daily Texan staff
Emotions ran high as stu-
dents cried, came out and gave a 
standing ovation after a speech 
given by the “Milk” screenwrit-
er on Thursday.
Academy Award winner Dustin 
Lance Black spoke in the Tex-
as Union to around 600 students 
about the movie “Milk” and the 
GLBT civil rights movement. 
Black told the story of his own 
realization that he was gay at 
the age of 6 and of his discovery 
of Harvey Milk, the first open-
ly gay elected politician. Black 
grew up in the Mormon Church, 
fearing both the religious and 
political repercussions of his 
sexuality, he said. 
“I knew I was going to hell. I 
knew I was a second-class citi-
zen, so I thought, I’ve got two 
choices,” Black said. “No. 1 was 
to hide. No. 2, what I thought 
about constantly, was to take my 
own life. That should surprise no 
one. There is no spike in gay sui-
cides right now. There is a spike 
in the media’s attention.”
Gay and lesbian kids are four 
times more likely to attempt sui-
cide than straight kids and are nine 
times more likely to die by suicide 
if they come from intolerant homes 
or environments, he said. 
“Sadly, I think that most of the 
major gay and lesbian organiza-
tions in the past decade and a half 
have become myopic,” he said. 
“They’re so focused on gay and 
lesbian rights they forget how in-
terrelated they are to other mi-
nority groups. The good news 
about this country is that at this 
point, we’re all minorities. It just 
depends on how you slice that 
pie. It’s about having your gay 
and lesbian organization associ-
ate with those other organizations 
so that you have the stories to hu-
manize your struggle.”
The Student Events Center 
Distinguished Speakers Com-
mittee worked in conjunction 
with the Queer Student Alliance 
to bring Black to the Universi-
ty during National Coming Out 
Week, said Matt Bosch, a bio-
medical engineering senior and 
chairman of the Distinguished 
Speakers Committee. Black’s 
success can provide inspiration 
for members of UT’s GLBT com-
munity, he said.
“Many gays and lesbians can 
look up to him and see that they 
can be just as successful,” Bosch 
said. “He can show them they 
have nothing to be upset about, 
they can be proud and they 
aren’t alone.”
Black’s story provided inspira-
tion and motivation to help strug-
gling members of the GLBT com-
munity on campus who might not 
be comfortable with their sexu-
alities, said cultural anthropolo-
gy sophomore Lexi Schooley after 
coming out to Black and attend-
ees during the question-and-an-
swer section. 
“I’m so excited to get around 
campus and meet people and do 
whatever I can because I want 
to make a difference and help 
other people who felt the way I 
did,” she said. “It’s scary when 
you hold in truths you’re deal-
ing with. Those were the things I 
found ugly about myself. That’s 
the thing, when you allow other 
people to see it, then you see it, 
too, and you realize that you’re 
still beautiful.”
and killing his three daugh-
ters in 1991. A jury found him 
guilty of arson and murder, 
sentencing him to death. Will-
ingham was executed in 2004 
and maintained his innocence 
from the start.
Gerald Goldstein, who rep-
resents Willingham’s surviving 
relatives, attempted to prove 
that Willingham was wrong-
fully convicted to salvage his 
reputation. Goldstein argued 
that fire marshals’ testimonies 
from the 1992 trial would not 
have supported conviction of a 
crime or that Willingham com-
mitted arson.
“There’s a lot of BS — bad sci-
ence — that has been in the fire 
investigation for a lot of years,” 
said fire analyst John Lentini. 
“If Willingham’s case is based 
on flawed science, then con-
temporary cases are probably 
based on flawed science, too.”
The family’s attorney also 
accused the former Navar-
ro County District Attorney 
of “purchasing testimony” in 
Willingham’s murder trial from 
his former cellmate, Johnny Ev-
erett Webb. Webb asked for im-
munity for testifying against his 
cellmate but received reduced 
charges, Goldstein said.
“Johnny Everett Webb is like a 
grandfather clock,” he said. “Ev-
ery time he opens his mouth, it’s 
like that clock that turns 13 and 
calls into question everything 
you’ve heard before.”
Goldstein said the only thing 
anyone can argue to convict 
Willingham would be based on 
forensic science, but the science 
itself is flawed.
“It’s not possible to exclude 
arson because you can always 
create a scenario that looks 
like an accident,” said Gerald 
Hurst, a nationally renowned 
arson expert. “But there’s noth-
ing in the evidence that sug-
gests arson.”
Willingham’s stepmother, 
Eugenia, said she did not know 
in the last week if Judge Baird 
would even hear the case.
“I’m really emotional in all of 
this,” she said. “I can’t tell you 
why. It’s been 18 years.”
Eugenia Willingham and 
Cameron Todd Willingham’s 
cousin, Patricia Willingham-
Cox, said no matter the out-
come of the trial, they will con-
tinue to fight for other arsonists 
on death row who were con-
victed on faulty evidence.
Task force continues process
of increasing SG eciency
From page 1
TRIAL: Questionable testimony, 
bias cast doubt upon execution
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By Yvonne Marquez
Daily Texan Staff
About 1,500 runners will crowd 
Burnet Road from the Austin IBM 
Research campus to The Domain 
on Sunday for the IBM Uptown 
Classic 10K Fun Run. 
The race, which will take place 
on one of Austin’s flattest cours-
es, is the first race in the Aus-
tin Distance Challenge, a series 
of road races that increase in dis-
tance, starting with 6.2 miles and 
ending with 26.2 miles, said Aus-
tin Distance Challenge manag-
er Rob Wetzel. The races include: 
Run for the 
Water 10-mile 
race on Oct. 
31, the Austin 
Runners Club 
Decker Half 
Marathon on 
Dec. 12, the 3M 
Half Marathon 
and Relay on 
Jan. 30 and fi-
nally, the Lives-
trong Austin 
Marathon on 
Feb. 20.
“The chal-
lenge is the se-
ries itself and 
we really push 
our runners,” Wetzel said. “It’s 
really a test of endurance and 
mental will. It’s a gratifying ex-
perience even if you are a be-
ginner runner or an experienced 
runner.”
Amy Saberian, an attorney 
and a 2003 UT law alumna, will 
participate in the challenge for 
her third consecutive year. She 
had not run anything more than 
a 10K before she did the chal-
lenge the first time. Saberian, 34, 
entered her first distance chal-
lenge three years ago wanting to 
complete a half marathon before 
she turned 33.
“I get a lot of satisfaction that 
I’ve completed all the races, espe-
cially during the winter months 
when it’s just easy to lay around 
the house or sit on the couch 
and eat a lot of cheese,” Saberian 
said. “It’s a good time of the year 
to be motivated and these races 
keep you in check.”
Saberian does two short 
runs during the week and one 
long run during the weekend 
to train for the races. She said 
the biggest obstacle in run-
ning is taking time to stretch 
and preventing injuries be-
cause it takes more time than 
people realize.   
“Before my inju-
ry last year, I was 
in the top four for 
my age group and 
that was really ex-
citing for me,” Sa-
berian said. “I’m 
not particularly 
fast. I’m just good 
with finishing.”
The IBM Up-
town Classic will 
benefit the Mind, 
Exercise, Nutri-
tion...Do it! pro-
gram, or MEND. 
MEND is a child-
hood obesity inter-
vention program 
that is sponsored by the St. Da-
vid’s Foundation and the YMCA 
of Austin. It is a free 10-week 
program that focuses on chang-
ing the attitudes of families 
about the importance of healthy 
living, including exercise and 
nutrition, said program director 
Roberto Ayala. 
“The idea is that we’re trying 
to give families that might not 
have the opportunities to learn 
about this and families that are 
disproportionately obesity af-
fected,” Ayala said. “That’s the 
purpose of it being free to the 
community: to help families that 
might not have the resources to 
get help.” 
Foreign species invade Texas habitats
Catalina Padilla | Daily Texan Staff 
Lauren Dugan sets up for her lecture on Alien Invaders, discussing animals and plants entering new foreign lands.
Marathon series
challenges runners
to go the distance 
‘‘The challenge is the series itself and we really push our 
runners.”
 — Rob Wetzel
Austin Distance 
Challenge manager
deep cuts to HIV prevention pro-
grams at State Health Services: 
$196 million was spent in 2010 on 
HIV and sexually transmitted dis-
ease prevention efforts, $187.6 mil-
lion is budgeted to be spent on 
those programs in 2011 and only 
$168 million has been requested 
for 2012.
Rep. Warren Chisum, R-Pam-
pa, who announced Wednesday 
he was challenging current House 
Speaker Joe Straus for the power-
ful position, said he believes that 
the education and health and hu-
man services budgets should bear 
the burden of the budget cuts. 
“We haven’t gotten down to 
those levels on each and every 
one of those issues,” Chisum said, 
when asked if the HIV medication 
program should be cut. 
Multiple attempts to contact 
current Appropriations Commit-
tee Chairman Jim Pitts, R-Waxa-
hachie, were unsuccessful but in 
an interview last week with The 
Dallas Morning News, he said the 
long-term costs of reducing spend-
ing on the HIV medication pro-
gram could outweigh the short-
term savings. 
Cuts to the HIV medication pro-
gram are a non-starter for Rep. Gar-
net Coleman, D-Houston, who’s a 
member of the Public Health Com-
mittee and has been involved in 
past budget negotiations.
“It’s real simple, cut something 
else,” he said. “We’re human be-
ings, this is where being human 
matters. If [cutting this program] is 
the choice of our legislature, then 
shame on them. The purpose of 
this program is to save lives.”
Even though State Health Servic-
es hasn’t designated the HIV med-
ication program for cuts as part of 
its budget request to the Legisla-
ture, it could lose funding. 
“The final budget is not written 
based on those recommendations, 
it’s based on how much mon-
ey you have and what the [con-
ference committee] wants to cut,” 
Coleman said. 
Coleman said that cuts to the 
HIV medication program were 
proposed by Gov. Rick Perry and 
others during the 2003 legislative 
session, when the state was facing 
a $10 billion deficit — less than half 
of the current projected deficit. The 
program was ultimately spared. 
Cuts to the program would also 
make it more difficult for nonprof-
it organizations and charities to as-
sist low-income HIV patients. 
“It would be pretty detrimen-
tal,” said Erin Bechnel, director of 
access services at AIDS Services 
of Austin. “If they were without a 
means to obtain medication, it im-
pacts their entire life and to main-
tain any other sustainability for 
their basic needs.”
Outside of the Texas HIV Med-
ication Program, ASA has helped 
provide 77 people pay for their HIV 
medication. Bechnel said agencies 
such as ASA would be unable to 
help out in any significant way be-
cause of their financial condition. 
“We already struggle when it 
comes to medication assistance to 
maintain the 77 clients we’ve al-
ready assisted,” she said. “Last 
year, we had to implement a slid-
ing scale and we’re looking at cap-
ping assistance because we can’t 
assist everyone coming in.”
As the budget battles rage on, 
the once sophomore, now a UT 
graduate student, works to deal 
with the side effects of the drugs 
he has to take — vivid dreams, 
nightmares and nausea — and the 
social toll of the disease. 
“Whenever I meet people, I start 
planning how I’m going to tell 
them I’m positive,” he said. “What 
will their reaction be? Will they ac-
cept me? Will they reject me? Will 
they tell others?”
He’s improved significantly 
since his diagnosis, in part, because 
he says he takes his medicine ev-
ery night. In the spring, just a few 
miles from his apartment, state 
leaders will debate funding for 
the program, which provides the 
medicine that keeps him alive.
HIV: Budget cuts may endanger services
From page 1
By Amy Thornton
Daily Texan Staff
The alien species that are in-
vading Texas are not extraterres-
trials but they have the potential 
to wreak havoc on native Texas 
communities. 
In a lecture at Brackenridge 
Field Laboratory on Thursday 
night, integrative biology grad-
uate student Laura Dugan ex-
plained the problem of invasive 
species, which are plants and 
animals that are introduced to 
a region outside of their histor-
ic geographic range.
The lecture was sponsored by 
Science Under the Stars, a group 
of graduate students in the UT 
Section of Integrative Biology 
who work to enhance the rela-
tionship between research biolo-
gists at UT and the local commu-
nity through the lecture series.
“I heard a story about a stu-
dent who had recently returned 
from a trip in Africa, set down 
his luggage and returned to find 
a black mamba snake in his liv-
ing room,” Dugan said. “In-
creased travel can create a huge 
problem of hitchhikers across 
the globe.”
As community members and 
UT students sat outside listen-
ing to a chorus of crickets, Du-
gan spoke about the impacts of 
invasive species, the reason they 
are spreading and the meth-
ods being employed to combat 
them. One of the greatest threats 
to global biodiversity because of 
predation and competition, in-
vasive species can include or-
ganisms such as red imported 
fire ants from South America 
and Chinaberries in Texas.
With modern global trav-
el, species are being transport-
ed all over the world through 
unintentional means such as 
plane traffic or ship ballast wa-
ter and intentional reasons such 
as pet trade and erosion control. 
Because of the destructive im-
pact the plants and animals can 
have, researchers and officials 
are taking steps to stop inva-
sives, including legally banning 
their transport and increasing 
public awareness.
Currently, there are at least 
122 known invasives in Tex-
as, including Africanized honey 
bees, and the costs to prevent, 
monitor and control them across 
the United States totals $13 mil-
lion a year.
Since the 82-acre research sta-
tion doesn’t have regular pub-
lic hours, the Science Under the 
Stars lectures take place during 
the main times that Bracken-
ridge Field Laboratory is open 
to the public.
“There are a lot of science talks 
that happen at UT,” said Eben 
Gering, an integrative biolo-
gy graduate student. “However, 
Science Under the Stars presents 
talks that are more accessible and 
applicable to the community.”
The lecture series will contin-
ue next month with a talk on 
sperm biology, which will be 
held from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Brackenridge Field Laboratory 
on Lake Austin Boulevard.
HIV 
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Texas has proven that it has the 
ability to score in games against 
Navy, Virginia and the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin at Milwaukee. 
But in their last three games, 
they have only scored one goal 
in total.
The Longhorns, who are 1-2-
2 in Big 12 play, need to per-
form at their highest potential at 
their away games this weekend 
against Missouri and Iowa State.
The team, which has only 
scored twice in Big 12 play, 
needs to be a threat on offense 
to keep up with the Tigers, a 
team with the ability to net 
goals in a hurry. 
Missouri is led by senior for-
ward Alysha Bonnick, who is 
tied for fifth for the most goals in 
the Big 12, and the team boasts 
10 goals in conference play.
Missouri, last year ’s Big 12 
champions, split their games 
last weekend by beating Colo-
rado and losing to Nebraska. 
Although they are excellent 
on offense, their defense is sus-
pect. The Tigers have already 
given up nine goals in Big 12 
play, and to win, Texas will need 
to capitalize on this deficiency.
“The team focus this sea-
son has centered around mov-
ing forward,” said Texas soph-
omore midfielder Kristin Cum-
mins. “For me, I want the ball, I 
want it in front of the goal and 
I want it in the back of the net. 
It’s a simple mentality.”
Though it is simple enough 
to say, this point of focus has 
yet to emerge for the Long-
horns this season. They have 
only two goals so far against 
conference opponents, the few-
est goals scored of any team in 
Big 12 play.
Iowa State, Texas’ oppo-
nent on Sunday, is coming off a 
four-game losing streak against 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, 
SIDELINE
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AND DIVING
SOCCER
Texas hopes to kick road play up a notch
By Bri Thomas
Daily Texan Staff
This Saturday, the Longhorns 
will take part in the Princeton In-
vitational and Concordia Invite in 
Cedar Park.
While the matches won’t be 
filled with top teams, they are 
equally important to helping assis-
tant coach John Hayes accomplish 
his goals.
“Our teams are looking just fan-
tastic, with new people and re-
turning experience,” Hayes said. 
“Our depth is getting better, and 
I’m prepared to see who’s going to 
be out in front.”
The team is sending the top 12 
men most likely to bring home a 
win to Princeton, while Concor-
dia‘s meet will boast middle dis-
tance runners.
Despite already competing in 
a couple of events, Hayes con-
siders this to be the first real 
By Sara Beth Purdy
Daily Texan Staff
Despite inconsistencies connected 
with the renovations at the Lee and 
Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Center 
that forced the closure of the pool 
throughout their summer practice 
schedule, the Longhorns are poised 
for an exciting season. Texas travels 
this weekend to compete against the 
University of California in their first 
true contest of the season. 
Diving coach Matt Scoggin praised 
the team for how they have handled 
these less-than-ideal conditions. 
“When we moved back in, things 
weren’t exactly perfect just yet, but 
kudos to the team for really not 
throwing a single complaint up 
through the whole month,” he said. 
“They are ready to go.” 
Swimming and diving head coach 
Kim Brackin mirrored Scoggin’s op-
timism despite the renovations, 
maintaining that the team is “well-
conditioned” heading into the fall.  
The team has positive expecta-
tions as it heads to California — 
the same place they began their 
2008 campaign. 
“Just knowing what the pool looks 
like and having that sense of familiar-
ity is a positive thing,” Brackin said. 
This sense of familiarity will go a 
By Austin Laymance
Daily Texan Staff
The Longhorns are killing the 
competition.
Texas returns home Saturday 
to face Texas Tech after a two-
game road trip, riding a three-
match win streak with much of 
the Longhorns’ recent success a 
product of their balanced play.
Texas had five players with 
double-digit kills in Wednes-
day’s victory over rival Okla-
homa. Junior middle block-
er Rachael Adams paced the 
No. 11 Longhorns with 16 kills 
while senior outside hitter Ju-
liann Faucette and junior out-
side hitter Amber Roberson 
chipped in a pair of 13-kill ef-
forts. Sophomore opposite hit-
ter Sha’Dare McNeal and se-
nior middle blocker Jennifer 
Doris added 10 kills each. 
Freshman libero Sarah Palm-
er led a balanced Longhorns de-
fense against the Sooners with 
12 digs while McNeal added 10 
digs for her third kill-dig dou-
ble-double of the season. Fresh-
man setter Hannah Allison also 
contributed 10 digs while Fau-
cette and Roberson just missed 
out on double-doubles, finish-
ing with nine digs apiece. 
Adams earned Big 12 Play-
er of the Week honors for the 
second straight week Monday, 
and has continued her impres-
sive play as she looks to receive 
the award for the third week in 
a row. She has led the Long-
horns in kills in eight of the last 
nine matches.
Texas head coach Jerritt El-
liott is working with a short ro-
tation as the Longhorns are still 
By Julie Thompson
Daily Texan Staff
The Longhorns will split 
up this weekend, with sev-
en runners competing at 
the ISU Pre-Nationals Invi-
tational in Indiana and six 
running at the Concordia 
University Invitational in 
Round Rock.
The Pre-Nationals  In-
vite will feature runners 
from 80 teams competing 
between two races. Each 
school is only allowed to 
send seven runners. 
With the Big 12 Cham-
pionships taking place in 
two weeks, it’s important 
for head coach Steve Sisson 
to have the rest of the team 
compete this weekend.
“The idea is to basical-
ly have them run the same 
day, keep them on the same 
training schedule and go 
into the Big 12 meet with 
the best nine athletes on the 
starting line,” Sisson said.
The Longhorns posted 
perfect scores at the first 
two meets — placing run-
ners in all top five spots. 
Sisson, however, feels that 
the smaller initial meets 
are too different from Pre-
Nationals for him to accu-
rately predict how his team 
will do.
“We are happy with the 
races we have had,” Sisson 
said. “We are running a lit-
tle blind on where we are 
at from a racing perspec-
tive. You have to get into 
the storm and see how you 
respond to the storm. I am 
confident they will do well 
but I am interested to see 
how it turns out.”
Sisson said that Pre-Na-
tionals differs from the sea-
son’s previous meets in the 
mental challenges it pres-
ents. Although the team has 
not used strategy so far in 
the season, for Pre-Nation-
als each athlete will have 
Andrew Torrey | Daily Texan file photo
Senior Kirsten Birkhold dribbles past a Brigham Young defender looking to score in a game earlier this season. 
VOLLEYBALL
Season opens against familiar foe
CROSS COUNTRY
Amanda Martin | Daily Texan Staff file photo
Maren Taylor completes a dive during a meet against SMU 
last season. The diver completed a diving sweep that day. 
Horns’ kill count 
rises as team plans 
to battle Raiders
Upcoming tournament 
a gauge for Big 12 meet 
WOMEN’S SWIMMING
Runners poised to sprint to victory 
Brian Rhodes-
Devey prepares 
to run in a 
Texas Relay 
event last sea-
son. Rhodes-
Devey  will 
represent Texas 
in the Princeton 
Invitational. 
Derek Stout
Daily Texan file 
photo
What do basketball players and 
babies have in common?
They both dribble!
INVITES  continues on page 8
MEETS  continues on page 8
LINEUP  continues on page 8 DEBUT  continues on page 8
ROAD  continues on page 8
ISU Pre-Nationals
Date: Saturday
Time: 10 a.m.
Where: Terre Haute, Ind.
Course Distance: 6K
Who: Allison Mendez
Christina Henderson
Julie Amthor
Mia Behm
Laleh Mojtabaeezamani
Marielle Hall
Megan Siebert
Concordia University 
Invitational
Date: Saturday
Time: 8 a.m.
Where: Cedar Park
Course Distance: 5K
Who: Megan Vasquez,
Ginny Simon
Jordan Clark-Mand
Heather Canizales
Katie Hoaldridge 
Sara Sutherland
Texas vs. California
Date: Saturday
Time: 1 p.m.
Location: Berkeley, Calif.
Once a potent offense, 
Longhorns floundering 
against conference teams
Injury-plagued Longhorns 
put three-game win streak 
to the test in home game
MEN’S CROSS 
COUNTRY
Princeton Invitational
Date: Saturday
Time: 9 a.m.
Where: Princeton, N.J.
Course Distance: 8K
Who: Nathan Christianson
Leon Dean
Ryan Dohner
Bradley Lowry
Patrick McGregor
Will Nation
Joey Niland
Brian Rhodes-Devey
Austin Roth
Brock Simmons
Collin Smithz
Phil Wood
Concordia University 
Invitational
Date: Saturday
Time: 8 a.m.
Where: Cedar Park
Course Distance: 5K
Who: Logan Gonzales
CJ Jessett
Raymond Joseph
John McNamara
Mike Quercia
Chase Rathke
Keven Rayes
Kirk Wilkinson
NCAA FOOTBALL
Kansas State
59
Kansas
7
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cactus yearbook.
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OCTOBER 25!
TEXAS
STUDENT
MEDIA
without injured junior libero 
Sydney Yogi, a co-captain, and 
freshman outside hitter Ashley 
Bannister. But Texas has not let 
the injuries get in the way of its 
improvement in recent weeks. 
“We have had so many dif-
ferent lineups and so many 
people out at different times,” 
Elliott said. “The team contin-
ues to learn how to work well 
together and that is important 
for us as we gain continuity. 
We haven’t had it most of the 
year, so it is nice to see us start 
coming together.”
During Texas’ three-match 
win streak, the Longhorns have 
dominated the competition, 
dropping just one set to Oklaho-
ma after a pair of sweeps against 
Colorado and Kansas State. 
The Longhorns sit behind 
No. 3 Nebraska in the Big 12 
standings and are two games 
behind the Cornhuskers, who 
are undefeated in league play. 
Texas Tech is last in the Big 
12 with a 1-7 conference re-
cord while the Red Raiders 
have only won three matches 
in the year. Texas is undefeated 
against Texas Tech in 18 match-
es under Elliott.
racing weekend.
“We understand where these 
meets sit in the whole scheme of 
things,” Hayes said. “We’ve been 
focusing on getting mentally pre-
pared, as this weekend will serve 
as a dress rehearsal of sorts for the 
conference meet in two weeks.”
While runners such as junior 
Brock Simmons hope to see the 
team end up finishing in all of 
the top five spots this weekend, 
Hayes is not focused so much on 
the top spots.
“I just want us to end up inju-
ry-free and a step closer to being 
as good of a team as we can pos-
sibly be going into the conference 
meet,” Hayes said. “If we did end 
up with the top five, that’d be 
great, too. I just want a win.”
Last year, the team strug-
gled after losing several su-
per seniors, but this year’s 
squad has three guys step-
ping it up in practice to lead the 
pack. Junior Bryan Rhodes-De-
vey finished seventh in the fi-
nals last year. Patrick McGregor 
has shown leadership already as 
a red-shirt freshman, as has new-
comer Ryan Dohner.
“Things are always differ-
ent in competitions, though,” 
Hayes said. “I’m looking for at 
least two more guys to narrow 
that gap, so have a good group 
running up there together. We’ll 
just have to see how things go 
this weekend.”
their own individual race plan.
Sisson believes that the most 
significant tests of this week-
end are going to be mental 
challenges.
“Are you ready to go through 
fire. Are you ready to fight? Are 
you ready for this to be diffi-
cult and to respond to it?” Sis-
son asked his team.
D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s 
ahead, Sisson feels his team 
has the potential to be massive-
ly successful.
“This is the best cross-country 
team I have ever coached,” Sis-
son said. “I believe these girls are 
primed and ready to exploit that 
and show the country that they 
are a good team and they de-
serve to be on the conversation 
about a team that can make it to 
the national championship.”
long way as the Longhorns face 
a strong California team lead by 
sophomore Caitlin Leverenz, ju-
nior Liv Jensen and senior Han-
nah Wilson. 
Texas brings a team heavy 
with freshmen, but Brackin is 
confident that they are where 
they need to be. “
“They are doing a great job,” 
Brackin said. “They understand 
that this is the University of Tex-
as and [that] they have to work re-
ally hard.” 
In addition to a large amount 
of freshman talent, Kathleen 
Hersey, along with Laura Sogar 
and Karlee Bispo, lead a strong 
returning group. 
The diving team is no less 
prepared. 
“Physically we’re stronger than 
we’ve ever been,” Scoggin said. 
Junior Lauren Caldwell, soph-
omores Maren Taylor, Diana Wil-
cox and Samantha Holland and 
redshirt sophomore Shelby Cull-
inan lead a diving team that will 
be a “force to contend with.” 
The Longhorns surprised Cal-
ifornia when the two squads 
last faced off in 2008. This year, 
Brackin knows the Golden Bears 
will be ready.
“They know when Texas trav-
els to a meet that we’re ready to 
race,” Brackin said. 
Rachael Adams 
goes in for 
the kill versus 
Colorado on 
Oct. 6. Their 
victory against 
the Buffaloes 
marked the 
beginning of 
their three-
game win 
streak
Andrew Torrey
Daily Texan file 
photo
Nebraska and Colorado.
Iowa State is 11th in the 
Big 12 with a record of 1-4.
“We want to score four 
and five goals a game so we 
can prove that we can score 
that much,” Cummins said.
However, Texas’ hopes of 
a high-scoring game will be 
difficult to manage because 
Iowa State’s goalie Maddie 
Jobe has been a very strong 
player and has the fifth most 
saves in the Big 12.
“[Scoring multiple goals a 
game is] hard to do when you 
play against teams in the Big 
12 because their mentality is 
very defensive, so we are go-
ing to have to figure out how 
to transfer this to our next 
game,” Cummins said after 
the team’s win against UW-
Milwaukee.
The Longhorns have the 
upper hand in both all-time 
series’ records, 11-4-2 versus 
Missouri and 14-2-1 versus 
Iowa State.
Stats and records aside, 
Texas  head coach Chris 
Petrucelli wants to win away 
from the 40 Acres.
“Iowa State and Missouri 
are very similar to Baylor 
in the way that they play, 
so this was probably good 
preparation for us,” Petru-
celli said last weekend after 
Texas’ 1-0 win over Baylor. 
“But we have to go get some 
wins on the road.”
LINEUP: Texas not 
discouraged by lack 
of available players
ROAD: Multi-goal games 
continue to elude Horns
MEETS: Mental 
toughness key 
to upcoming 
competition
DEBUT: Longhorn team features young talent
INVITES:  ‘Dress rehearsal’ sets tone for Big 12 meet 
From page 7
From page 7
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From page 7
From page 7
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Yesterday’s solution
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
SUD
OKU
FOR
YOU
Shannon Kintner and Peyton McGee | Daily Texan Staff 
College students should avoid eating foods high in sugar and fat, such as fast foods, and instead should 
strive to consume a variety of nutrients.
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HOUSING RENTAL
360 Furn. Apts.
$595 ALL 
BILLS PAID
Studio. Clean! Walk to 
school, 30th & Speed-
way. FREE Laundry & 
Internet. Call 7 days until 
dark. TexCen Realty 789-
4433.
370 Unf. Apts.
$595 ALL 
BILLS PAID
Studio $595. 2 Bdrm 
$850. 30th & Speedway! 
Clean! FREE Internet & 
Laundry! TexCen Realty 
Open 7 days until dark 
512-789-4433
NEED AN 
APARTMENT 
’UP
to $500 Rebate or FREE 
Move credit! Apartment-
Gurus.com is a FREE 
SERVICE! 1-866-933-
GURU (4878). Hassle 
FREE Apartment Search
ANNOUNCEMENTS
560 Public Notice
ATTENTION 
VETERANS
If you are a veteran who 
was denied a waiver of 
tuition under the Texas 
Hazlewood Act at a pub-
lic technical school, ju-
nior college, community 
college or university in 
Texas and you were not 
a Texas resident at the 
time you entered the ser-
vice, you may or may not 
be entitled to a refund of 
all or some of the tuition 
paid. Please contact Ja-
son Sharp or Jerri Hard-
away at (713-752-0017 or 
toll-free at 877-752-2477. 
We are with the law firm 
of Schwartz, Junell, 
Greenberg & Oathout, 
LLP, with its principal of-
fice located at 909 Fan-
nin, Suite 2700, Houston, 
Texas 77010-1028.
IT’S THE 
END 
OF THE 
WORLD
but only as we’ve come 
to know it. One titanic 
person prophesied by 
all the major world reli-
gions will soon speak to 
humanity. He will not en-
dorse any religion over 
any other, nor will he 
work as a religious fig-
ure. He will teach/inspire 
humanity: to see itself 
as one family; to rebuild 
the world based upon 
the principles of coop-
eration, sharing, justice, 
& love; to permanently 
eliminate the scourges 
of oligarchy, political 
corruption, war, hun-
ger, poverty, unbridled 
greed, & environmental 
degradation; & to make 
the basic human needs 
for food, shelter, health-
care and education, 
guaranteed rights for 
everyone. Read all about 
it & rejoice! http://www.
share-international.org
SERVICES
762 Health & Fitness
JOIN THE  
ENERGY 
REVOLUTION!
DrinkACT! The feel good 
energy drink that’s good 
for you!! Only 24 calories 
per serving. Try It, Feel 
It, Love It 512-278-1083
EMPLOYMENT
790 Part Time
BARTENDING! 
$300/DAY  
POTENTIAL
No experience neces-
sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext 113
TUTOR/NANNY Profes-
sional needs tutor for 
high school student. 
Offers hourly pay or 
free apartment/meals 
of much greater value 
than hourly pay, in large 
home near campus. Ken 
512-965-6242 512-965-
6242 512-965-6242 
GYMNASTICS COACH 
NEEDED Need fun per-
sonality who loves work-
ing with kids to teach 
recreational classes daily 
between 3-7:30 (no week-
ends). 512-266-8400 
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On 
Surveys.
WINERY 
EQUIPMENT 
SUPPLY
Sales, shipping, tech 
support of commercial 
equipment. Knowledge 
of wine, beer spirits pro-
duction desirable. Part 
time or Full time.. $12+/
hr, North Austin. 
Email resume to: stpats@
bga.com
EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day 
being a Mystery Shop-
per. No Experience Re-
quired. Call 1-877-758-
2861 802-660-4333 
GYMNASTICS 
COACHES
Former gymnasts and 
cheerleaders needed. 
Part time. Flexible 
hours. 3 locations. Ja-
son.512-259-9995
EARN $1000-$3200 A 
month to drive our brand 
new cars with ads placed 
on them. www. AdCar-
Driver.com 
810 Office-Clerical
PARALEGAL 
CLERK  
TRAINEE
near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, 
assist clients, obtain 
state records, fax, file, 
proof. Flexible hours, ca-
sual dress. PT $11-12, FT 
$12-13 + benefits. www. 
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online.
840 Sales
CAMPUS AM-
BASSADORS
Need well-connected 
ambassadors to sell hi-
larious new food book 
to Greek houses as fund 
raiser. Big commissions, 
support, your hours. 
steve@uvspromo.com
860 Engineering-Technical
SYSTEMS 
ADMIN/DATA-
BASE DVLPER
near UT. Troubleshoot, 
document, backups, 
programming, security, 
database development. 
FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small office, ben-
efits if long-term. www. 
LawyersAidService.com 
Apply online!
875 Medical Study
  x ID 2988653
  x ID 2989442
910-Positions Wanted
BARTENDERS 
NEEDED!
Earn $250 per day. No 
experience required. 
Will train, full/pt. time. 
Call Now! (877) 405-1078 
ext 4301
BUSINESS
930 Business Opportunities
THE DAILY 
TEXAN  
CLASSIFIED
Regular rate 15 words for 
one day=$12.50/ for one 
week=$42.08/ for two 
weeks=$67.20 & $.50 per 
additional word.
All ads appear online at 
no charge unless you opt 
for enhancements which 
will incur additional 
nominal charges.
766 Recruitment
530 Travel-Transportation
800 General Help Wanted560 Public Notice
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
       Self-serve, 24/7 on the Web at www.DailyTexanOnline.com
THE DAILY TEXAN
AD R
UNS
 
ONLI
NE F
OR 
FRE
E!
word
 ads 
only
watch weekly for the 
super tuesday
COUPONS
REMEMBER!you saw it  
in the TexanRECYCLE
CLASSIFIEDSday, month day, 2008 3B
1

	

		


breckenridge
# #(('$%! 
&##(#"!$ 
	

20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.
plus t/s
Despite efforts by the govern-
ment, private organizations and 
schools, obesity rates are still on 
the rise in the U.S., according to 
a study published in the Interna-
tional Journal of Obesity in Sep-
tember. The study, written by of-
ficials at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, found 
that obesity rates among adults 
have risen by 20 percent over 
the past four decades because of 
more foods eaten on the go, less 
time spent at home cooking and 
less physical activity. 
Convenience foods, such as piz-
za and fast food, have taken over 
in many Americans’ busy lives, 
and what’s available and conve-
nient is not the healthiest or most 
nutritious food with added sug-
ars and solid fats. Many Amer-
icans have not learned how to 
cook because they were brought 
up on convenience foods. How-
ever, the top health issues within 
the country — heart disease, can-
cer, diabetes and kidney disease 
— may be prevented by making 
better food choices.
These added sugars and sol-
id fats make up 40 percent of 
the diets of children between the 
ages of 2 to 18, according to a re-
cent study released by the Jour-
nal of the American Dietetic As-
sociation. Since teenagers account 
for much more of the intake, this 
percentage may be off for young-
er children, but it’s in line with 
the fact that children of all ages 
are eating a large amount of sug-
ars and fats, setting the tone for 
an unhealthy lifestyle. According 
to the study, the top five sources 
of energy for kids include grain 
desserts, such as cookies, cakes 
and donuts.
“Children’s food preferenc-
es start young,” said UT human 
ecology lecturer Deanna Staskel. 
“At about 3 to 5 years old, a lot 
of your food preferences are be-
ing shaped. So, what parents do 
at that time, it can last as a child 
gets older.”
Some blame the food industry 
for the health issues in the coun-
try. The food industry has put ad-
ditives — extra sugar, fats and salt 
— into the food for longer shelf 
life and cost-efficiency, which has 
made the food much less nutri-
tious but convenient for anyone 
to buy. Portion sizes and food la-
bels also create problems. 
Many companies, such as Co-
ca-Cola, have been working to 
make more options available to 
consumers, especially low and 
no-calorie beverages. They have 
created mini-cans of the original 
beverage and have made the cal-
ories in their products clear by in-
cluding serving size, as well as 
the full calorie count, which they 
weren’t doing before recommen-
dations from the Food and Drug 
Administration.
“Just like there is no one single 
food or beverage that is the cause 
of obesity, no one entity can solve 
the problem alone,” said Coca-Co-
la spokeswoman Diana Ciarlante. 
“It is essential that we all work to-
gether — set aside our differences 
and work diligently to advance a 
common goal to help consumers 
develop healthier habits.”
College is a good time to ex-
plore food options because stu-
dents are no longer eating what-
ever their parents have made for 
meals. They have the ability to 
make their own decisions. Many 
times this leads students to eat 
fast food and pizza for meals be-
cause of convenience or taste. 
However, students have the abil-
ity to choose healthier food op-
tions and learn to cook.
“Students should look for va-
riety,” said Bethany Dario, a reg-
istered dietitian at University 
Health Services. “If students bal-
ance their plates with a meat or 
protein source, grain and fruits 
and vegetables and then vary the 
source of those items, they can 
meet nutritional needs without 
much thought.”
Being conscious of how you 
feel after eating is an important 
signal to what’s good for you and 
what’s not.
“Your nutrition choices affect 
your ability to think, to work well, 
to achieve in school,” Staskel said. 
“I think college is a time when you 
have a lot of demands on you and 
stress, and making food choices 
with so much sugar and alcohol 
and caffeine, there’s a lack of nu-
trients — we need those nutrients 
for brain function and for oxygen 
to flow. That should be motiva-
tion. You have the freedom to re-
learn and decide for yourself.”
More cooking in the home is an 
idea the program suggests in or-
der to cut down on convenience 
foods and to allow children to 
learn how to make healthy meals.
“Hopefully there’s a chance 
that people start cooking at home 
more,” Staskel said. “We need to 
get away from this idea that it’s 
all about convenience and refocus 
on the fact that the parent is mak-
ing this impact on their child’s 
whole entire life. Young children 
are having adult diseases because 
of their food choices.”
10 SPTS or ENT/CLASS
HEALTHY
HOOK
By Addie Anderson
Opting to cook over eating out keeps pounds o
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people engaged in these con-
versations away from the mi-
crophone, starting with her own 
family, Norris said.
“People are reticent to talk 
about race in the public for a vari-
ety of different reasons,” she said. 
“People don’t want to come off as 
insensitive. They don’t want to 
seem like they’re dividing people 
up or that they’re out of touch.”
It was over breakfast in down-
town Chicago one morning when 
her uncle revealed her father had 
been shot by the Birmingham po-
lice several weeks after he was 
discharged from military service 
in World War II.
Her uncle had been expressing 
his frustration with young peo-
ple not knowing the sacrifices 
made so they could vote. During 
his venting, he spilled the story 
of her father’s shooting. It was 
the first time Norris had ever 
heard of it.
“The discovery was shocking,” 
Norris said. “[My father] kept 
it in the dark because the mem-
ory was painful for him, but it 
was also painful for me thinking 
From page 12
this book?
David Lipsky: [In the Rolling 
Stone piece] I really wanted to 
describe why he was alive and 
I think that is why I released 
this book. It’s like watching the 
best of the minds at work. And 
what his writing is like is like 
a primer for how to be alive. 
And so it was very hard that 
this mind had died the way it 
did. So I thought the best way 
to tell his story kind of was for 
him to tell the story himself. He 
and I had spent five days trav-
eling around when his book 
“Infinite Jest” came out. And 
when I started reading it to do 
the piece about him in Rolling 
Stone, it was just clear that this 
was the best way for the read-
er to spend time with him, 
not to have to have a biography 
where you have to cut to have 
what other people thought 
about him. Also, his compa-
ny for me is very much like 
his writing: incredibly charm-
ing, brilliantly smart and in-
credibly alive.
DT: Was this interview your 
last contact with David Foster 
Wallace?
DL: I actually had one more 
contact with Wallace. He’s great 
to be around and I clearly didn’t 
want to leave. At the end of the 
book, it’s me trying to find rea-
sons to stay in his house, like 
I’m reporting what’s in his ga-
rage, I’m reporting what’s in 
his living room. And I clearly 
didn’t want to go home, but I 
clearly wanted to leave a foot 
in his world because a week 
or two after I came home, I got 
this big package in the mail 
and I recognized his return ad-
dress. I wondered if he’s send-
ing me some great book he 
wants me to read, or if there’s 
some terrific thing in there that 
has to do with him being a 
writer. And what was in there 
was my shoe. I left behind one 
of my loafers. I lift this thing 
up and there’s my giant size 12 
loafer with a little note written 
on Chicago Bears stationary, 
and he’d written “Yours I pre-
sume?” and he’d drawn a smi-
ley face under it. And that’s the 
last I heard from him.
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From page 12
passion of cooking.
With the knowledge from culi-
nary school and experience in tele-
vision, Robinson combined the 
two worlds and began working as 
a culinary producer for food tele-
vision shows. After working for 
some time, Robinson’s world sud-
denly changed when she was ap-
proached by a team that suggested 
she have her own cooking show.
“I turned it down at first. I was 
really looking for the right team to 
work with,” Robinson said. “My 
training was very ingredient-driv-
en and technique-heavy. So, I took 
recipes and decided to make them 
easier for everyone by cutting 
down the ingredients.”
Meeting with Food Network 
producers, Robinson decided that 
five was a simplistic and approach-
able number of ingredients for a 
recipe. Many of her television rec-
ipes found their 
way to print in 
her cookbook, 
which includ-
ed some new 
approaches to 
its design. She 
said she took 
the idea of us-
ing muted col-
ors and matted 
pages from Brit-
ish cookbooks 
for her book. 
Robinson also 
had specific desires for how the 
recipe photos needed to be shot.
“I didn’t want them to have a 
stylized look. I wanted the food to 
be shot in natural light only and 
shot right as they were finished 
preparing,” Robinson said. “Food 
has imper-
fections, but 
that’s what 
makes it so 
beautiful. It’s 
h o w  J u l i a 
Child would 
have had her 
recipe photos 
shot.”
R o b i n -
s o n  s a i d 
she cherish-
es her collec-
tion of cook-
books, which over the years have 
acquired numerous notes in the 
margins and a collection of splatter 
marks. She doesn’t fear any day 
soon that cookbooks will be avail-
able only through the technology 
of iPads and Kindles.
“[Those devices] aren’t for me,” 
she said. “People want something 
tangible they can write in and look 
over through the years. Cook-
books will always have a future 
[in print].”
For Robinson, being a part of 
a network that has transformed 
the way people view and exe-
cute cooking is still sinking in 
every day.
“Eating is the one thing that 
everyone in this world has to 
do. It brings us all together and 
makes it a social forum,” she 
said. “The Food Network start-
ed this movement to get everyone 
cooking again.”
From page 12
COOK: Host prefers food to appear naturalSECRET: History left mark 
on all South, Norris says
WALLACE: Author anticipates 
memento, receives his loafer
Verizon, Apple announce iPad deal
NEW YORK — In a sign of warm-
ing relations between the two com-
panies, Verizon Wireless is going to 
start selling Apple Inc.’s iPad at the 
end of this month, the companies 
said Thursday.
The news follows published reports 
that Verizon Wireless will start selling 
a version of the iPhone early next year. 
The companies have not confirmed 
the reports, and Verizon Wireless has 
downplayed the possibility of an iP-
hone for its current network.
AT&T Inc. is Apple’s exclusive U.S. 
carrier for the iPhone. It’s also the only 
U.S. carrier that’s compatible with the 
“3G” version of the iPad, which al-
lows for cellular data access.
Verizon Wireless won’t sell the 3G 
version. Instead, it will sell the Wi-Fi 
version, with the option of bundling it 
with a “MiFi” gadget for about $130. 
MiFi, a Post-It-pad sized, battery-pow-
ered device, connects to Verizon’s 3G 
network and relays the data to the 
iPad via Wi-Fi. Data plans will start at 
$20 per month for 1 gigabyte.
The iPad is also sold by several retail 
chains, including Best Buy Inc. AT&T 
said separately Thursday that will also 
begin selling the iPad in its stores on 
Oct. 28. The carrier’s data plans for the 
iPad start at $15 per month.
Verizon Wireless is a joint venture 
of Verizon Communications Inc. of 
New York and Vodafone Group PLC 
of Britain.
—The Associated Press
‘‘I took my recipes and decided to make them easier 
for everyone by cutting 
down the ingredients.”
 — Claire Robinson 
Cookbook author
Paul Sakuma | Associated Press
In this photo taken April 3, a customer uses an Apple iPad on the first day of sales at an Apple store in San 
Francisco. In a sign of warming relations between the two companies, Verizon Wireless is going to start sell-
ing Apple Inc.’s iPad at the end of this month, the companies said Thursday.
of how difficult it must have 
been for him to carry that 
weight around.”
Although she had planned on 
using the anecdote in her book 
about the hidden conversations 
of Americans, it was some-
thing Norris could not let go. 
As she felt the story tug harder 
at her curiosity, Norris realized 
the book she wanted to write 
about was her family’s silenced 
conversations.
Norris traveled from her 
childhood home in Minneapolis 
through the Deep South, explor-
ing not only the history of her 
family’s suffering during segre-
gation, but also the long-lasting 
burden carried by whites who 
once enforced segregation.
“One of the revelations I had 
deep in my experience, as I 
was pulled back in time, is that 
these stories are a part of Amer-
ican history that is in danger of 
being lost to us,” Norris said. 
“What made this such a rich ex-
perience was learning so much 
about America along the way 
and how the past prologues 
to today.”
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By Layne Lynch
Daily Texan Staff
Through the television screen, Claire Rob-
inson has inspired thousands of viewers 
with her can-do attitude and deliciously ap-
proachable recipes with her show “5 Ingre-
dient Fix.”
The show’s concept ultimately led to an 
idea for a cookbook, which, by no coinci-
dence, carries the name “5 Ingredient Fix.” 
This weekend at the Texas Book Festival, 
Robinson will be in the cooking tent perform-
ing cooking demonstrations, as well as pro-
moting her first book. Yet she is still settling 
into her new role as an author and admits 
she never had any inclination she would one 
day pen a book, let alone be guiding thou-
sands of viewers through the art of cooking 
on her very own show.
After obtaining a communication de-
gree at the University of Memphis and lat-
er working in television production at Mem-
phis’ local news station, Robinson decid-
ed it was time for a change. She packed her 
bags, moved to the Big Apple and attended 
The French Culinary Institute to pursue her 
 By Christopher Nguyen
Daily Texan Staff
In 1996, writer David Lip-
sky spent five days with David 
Foster Wallace at the tail end 
of the book tour for his critical 
and commercial literary sensa-
tion “Infinite Jest” for a profile 
in Rolling Stone.
Twelve years later, Lipsky 
was asked by Rolling Stone 
magazine to profile Wallace 
under much different circum-
stances: Wallace had died by 
suicide weeks before. While 
writing the article, Lipsky un-
covered the tapes from his in-
terview, the transcripts of 
which would make up his lat-
est book on Wallace, “Although 
Of Course You End Up Becom-
ing Yourself: A Road Trip with 
David Foster Wallace.”
The Daily Texan spoke with 
Lipsky about Wallace, the for-
mation of this book and litera-
ture’s place today.
The Daily Texan: Your latest 
book is “Although Of Course 
You End Up Becoming Your-
self: A Road Trip with David 
Foster Wallace,” which was re-
leased after you wrote a fea-
ture after his death in Rolling 
Stone. So what brought about 
 By Priscilla Totiyapungprasert
Daily Texan Staff
When Michele Norris, co-host 
of National Public Radio’s “All 
Things Considered,” decided to 
write a book, she hadn’t intend-
ed to write a memoir.
Norris originally set out to 
write about what she calls the 
“hidden conversation on race” 
in America, or how people after 
the election of President Barack 
Obama talk about race in the pri-
vate sphere. As she began uncov-
ering family secrets and stories 
her own family had kept hidden 
in silence, Norris instead took on 
a cross-country journey to un-
earth what else her family left in 
the dark.
Race is an intricate subject with 
its complicated history, connection 
to identity and its use as a lever in 
the political arena, Norris said.
Before beginning work on her 
memoir, “The Grace of Silence,” 
Norris had reported on a series of 
conversations about Obama with 
different voters. She was inspired 
by their open, candid respons-
es and wanted to examine how 
WALLACE  continues on page 11
SECRET  continues on page 11
COOK  continues on page 11
Rolling Stone journalist writes 
to commemorate author’s life
NPR reporter finds 
family secrets in 
race investigation
Food Network personality keeps recipes simple
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